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Wang Hongxun : Chinese Kites (Traditional Chinese Artsand Culture) before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Chinese Kites (Traditional Chinese Arts and Culture):

Kites have along and interesting history in China, where they were invented some 2,400 years ago. Kite-flying, once
used for military purposes and in scientific research, is still a popular sport and pastime today. In the eyes of the
connoisseur, a skilfully made kiteisawork of art. Traditional Chinese kites come in every imaginable shape and size.
They are mainly made of paper, stiff silk and silk fabric, and come in flat, bowed, series-strung and cubic forms.
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According to design, they can be divided into seven types:. figures, objects, characters, flowers, birds, grasses and
insects, and all can be painted with abstract designs, figurative decorations, or both. There are two types of
construction -- whole-piece frame and folding frame, and two types of structure -- hard-winged and soft-winged. This
book recounts the history of the development of Chinese kites and describes different types of kites, their special
features and their relations to Chinese folk customs. The book isillustrated with 230 fine colour plates, including
pictures of the most representative kites from different regions in China.

About the AuthorWang Hongxun was born in 1946. He graduated from the middle school attached to the Central
Academy of Fine Art in 1967. A member of the Beijing branch of the Chinese Artists' Association, heisskilled in
freehand traditional Chinese painting of flowers and birds and has always had an interest in Chinese kites, on which he
has done extensive research. He now works as an editor at the Exhibition Department of the Chinese Art Gallery.



