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(author) Victoria Tillotson : Chic Metal: Modern Metal Jewelry to Make at Home  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Chic Metal: Modern Metal Jewelry to Make at 
Home: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A fun read that teaches how to go from beading to metalworkingBy 
Grandma LionI wish I'd had this book before I started making metal jewelry! I could have saved myself a lot of 
aggravation... and this book still has a lot to teach me. It's as though I had a patient and knowledgeable teacher by my 
side. She uses the book to introduce metal jewelry-making tools and techniques in chapters, starting with "wire cutters, 
pliers, hammer, and file," through saws/drills and mini torches, and working up to "the ring mandrel and bezel 
burnisher." Each chapter showcases projects made using those tools and techniques, and all of the designs have 
enough style to not look too much like "my first jewelry project."What really sets this book apart from most is the 
quality of the writing -- it's both breezy and informative. For example, she explains that she tells her students to leave 
pieces in the pickle until they're clean, and then explains, "No one likes this answer. They want a precise time frame. 
But each batch of pickle is different, and each piece can react in a different way. To appease everyone, let's just say 
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three minutes and leave it at that." It's rare to chuckle while reading a book on jewelry-making! The author's sense of 
humor makes the book a fun read as well as a serious course in jewelry-making.Quibbles: The instructions are line 
drawings rather than photographs, and there could be more of them. The instructions are clearly worded but sometimes 
a picture is better. But these are minor quibbles indeed. This is a great book for beginners, and has something to teach 
just about everyone. I highly recommend this book.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. review of Chic 
MetalBy Peggy BarnetteThis book was very clear in its instructions. I have made several of the examples following 
the explicit directions. I plan to made more examples. The projects progress from the simple to the more complex I 
really enjoyed the reading and the experiments with all the suggestions for the projects.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. My Favorite Christmas Gift!By Cottage CheeseI received this book as a gift this year and 
love it, love it, love it! I couldn't wait for the jewelry supply stores to open after x-mas so that I could get started with a 
piece. I'm very new to jewelry making but this wonderful book provides the clear, detailed instructions I need to get 
started. The writer's style is conversational, funny, down-to-earth, and I feel like I'm getting a private tutorial. This was 
a great surprise to me since I had seen Victoria Tillotson's jewelry in a boutique in NY and also in Lucky Magazine, so 
I figured that the book would be geared more towards the experienced artist. However, there's enough good 
information and clear illustration in here to satisfy newbies like myself AND more experienced craftspeople. I highly 
recommend this book to anyone who is even marginally interested in making jewelry - it'll light a fire under you and 
send you scrambling to the jewelry supply store ASAP!
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