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thereby incurring the displeasure of his father--a staunch Royalist--who eventually, it is said, disinherited him. In
August, 1775, he became Aid-de-camp to Washington, whose confidence and esteem he soon won. In May, 1776, he
was elected a delegate to the Virginia Convention, which, two months later, made him the first Attorney General under
the new Constitution--an office held under the old Government for nearly thirty consecutive years by members of his
family--and before the close of the year the people of Williamsburg, then the capital of Virginia, elected him their
Mayor. After acting as Clerk of the House of Delegates for one session, he was chosen a member of the Continental
Congress, in whose proceedings he took a prominent part until the expiration of histerm, in 1782. Returning to
Virginia, "his success at the Bar was extraordinary. Clientsfilled his office and beset him on hisway to court with
their papers in one hand and with guineas in the other." In 1786 he was elected Governor for the term of two years,
and was also chosen one of the delegates to the Annapolis Convention. In the following year, he was appointed one of
the brilliant delegation sent by Virginiato the Federal Convention. After an organization had been effected, Randolph,
in an elogquent and lengthy speech, introduced the business which had brought them together. He set forth in detail the
defects of the existing Confederacy, the dangers and confusion arising from its weakness, and introduced, in a series of
resolutions prepared by himself and his colleagues, an outline of the remedies proposed. The consideration of these
resolutions, which are known as the "Virginia Plan," occupied the Convention until the 15th of June, when four days...



