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Peter Jones : Building Small Steam Locomotives: A Practical Guide to Making Engines for Garden Gauges 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Building Small Steam 
Locomotives: A Practical Guide to Making Engines for Garden Gauges: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Book!By CustomerGreat book. Lots of good info and building 
advice. If you are interested in building your own small or large live steam Locomotive this book will be a joy to read 
and glean info from.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. a good read.By Otis BakerI build, and operate 
larger live steam locomotives. Many years ago an article appeared in Model Railroader magazine with the idea of 
using dry ice instead of steam. This book helped with ideas for valving, and operating small steamers. The dry ice 
concept allows one to operate indoors with a measure of safety. This book, in it's own way, helps make it all possible. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=184797029X


Overall, a good read. Otis1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Not a reference, or a guide, or practical.... 
just a mish-mashBy Matthew PurdyThis book is the jack of all trades, not really master of anything. As a book shelf 
book, it's nice. Lots of pictures. I'm sure when the kids get older they'll enjoy looking at it.As a builders reference, it's 
a nightmare. This book is a mish-mash of several small ideas about building live steam... stuff. There's a few 
machining tips and tricks here and there, the occasional drawing, and two paragraphs on valve gear. Nothing is in any 
particular order.It advertises that it's a step-by-step project guide. I couldn't build anything out of this book if I was a 
master machinist. Most of the drawings with dimensions are scattered. A lot of vital information is just... not there.Last 
big no-no; hydrotesting. If you build something which will be using high pressure or superheated steam, 
HYDROTEST IT. He mentioned this test once, in the appendices under the "Insurance" section. There are a few other 
spots in the book where he brings up steam and air testing. If you build a boiler, don't hydrotest it and immediately go 
to a steam test, a failed test is going to cause injury or worse. This should be made very clear.

If you have an ambition to build a small live steam locomotive, but are daunted by the skills required, then this book is 
for you. Written in his clear and encouraging style, Peter Jones demystifies the whole process for those with little or no 
previous experience. Contents include: An explanation of terms; Basic metalworking processes; Step-by-step project 
guides; Machining; Boilermaking; Painting; and Finishing. Fully illustrated throughout with color photographs and 
drawings, and including appendices of suppliers and societies, this is an invaluable work for the railway modeler. 

About the AuthorPeter Jones has been addicted to railways, and modelling them, for as long as he can remember. In 
1949 he took his first hesitant steps in garden railways, in 16mm scale running on 0 gauge track. He began an 
apprenticeship in modelling that has led to his extensive work in the railway scene. Peter has written widely on the 
subject, including a long-running column in Garden Railway magazine. His previous book, Practical Garden Railways, 
was also published by Crowood in 2006. Peter has his own website at www.comptondown.co.uk. 


