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David M. Freedman : Box-Making Basics: Design, Technique, Projects  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Box-Making Basics: Design, Technique, Projects: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. More basic than Doug StoweBy KaypeeI purchased Basic Box 
Making and the companion DVD by Doug Stowe last year. I have made most of the boxes in his book, some of them 
several times. I found many of the boxes challenging. The instructions and pictures were good to excellent. Consider 
both the book and DVD. You will be glad that you did. The designs of sleds to use on the table saw are spot on and 
make handling tiny pieces much safer.I purchased the Freedman book Bix-Making Basics a couple of weeks ago. He 
takes a different approach than Stowe. Long on discussions but the instructions are not as detailed. The boxes are 
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easier than those by Stowe. His discussions of wood types, finishes, hinges and veneers are excellent and are not 
discussed by Stowe. This book should be purchased first by novices. You will eventually want both books and the 
DVD if you find box making fun.I have been woodworking for over 30 years. I find box making some of the most 
challenging and enjoyable work I have ever done. It is ideal for woodworkers with limited room. Working on boxes 
has definitely advanced my skill level and all my friends and family are enthusiastic about the boxes I make and 
distribute.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I Learned A Lot From This BookBy TallenPretty 
inexpensive and I learned a huge amount on building boxes and characteristics of wood, in general. Things the author 
wrote above that provided information on selection of wood, humidity and finishing are stuff you might only learn 
from an experienced wood craftsman. And who has someone like that around to mentor you ???1 of 1 people found 
the following review helpful. The Is the How-to Manual on Bullding Nice BoxesBy CustomerThis is a must read for 
anyone interested in making decorative boxes, or who would want to learn how to make a decorative box out of wood. 
It's one of the books recommended by my instructor in the decorative box-making class at a community college here in 
Southern California, and he actually uses many of the ideas and techniques outlined in the book. I plan to make a 
couple of boxes covered in the book sometime in the future, and am anxious to do at lease one box from all hand tools. 
"Box-Making Basics" includes a cut list for each project, which is the most important first step, as well as step-by-step 
instructors in how to assemble once you have your boards milled and cut to length. This book doesn't cover really 
fancy boxes, which requires the accumulation of many skills in woodworking. But the boxes in this book will keep 
you busy for a long time.

It took years for woodworker David Freedman to develop and perfect the box-making techniques he shares in Box-
Making Basics. Accompanying his techniques are detailed, step-by-step instructions on how to make 16 handsome 
boxes. In addition to Freedman's designs, there are also selected projects from a number of professional box makers. 
The book begins with the fundamentals of box making: the elements of good design, wood selection and preparation, 
and finishing. The basics are followed by tips and techniques on cutting, gluing, and reinforcing joints, decorating lids, 
and installing hinges. In later chapters, you'll learn more sophisticated techniques, such as making spectacular 
bookmatched lid panels, sprucing up the interiors with lining, dividers, and trays, using frame-and-panel lid 
construction, dovetails, and finger joints, and dealing with specialty hardware. Whether you're a beginning 
woodworker or an accomplished box maker searching for design ideas, you'll find this book comprehensive, easy to 
follow, and full of inspiration.
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