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Joseph P. Algozzini, Emanuel F. Piazza : Authoritative Guide to Lionel's Postwar Operating Cars (Lionel 
Postwar Encyclopedia Series) (The Lionel Postwar Encyclopedia)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Authoritative Guide to Lionel's Postwar Operating Cars (Lionel 
Postwar Encyclopedia Series) (The Lionel Postwar Encyclopedia): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great MaterialBy Anthony GuilianoAm excellent reference too well 
worth the price.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Excellent "Must Have" referenceBy mocommentI 
wouldn't normally bother with a review, but this book is a stunning reference of operating cars. Clear, detailed 
descriptions of what must be practically every variation accompanied by beautiful clear photographs. Makes you want 
to go out and but one of each. Definately keep this near by when going to a train show or auction, the slightest 
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variation can make a big difference. Plus you can have some defense against items represented for what they're not. 
Will enjoy this book for a ling time.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. OPERATING LIONEL 
CARSBy John E. RossiFANTASTIC DETAIL ABOUT THOSE GREAT LIONEL POSTWAR OPERATING CARS. 
INFORMATION IS EXCELLENT AND VERY ORGANIZED. HAVE USED AS A REFERENCE GUIDE 
SEVERAL TIMES. NICELY PHOTOGRAPHED ITEMS. A+++++

Based on 1,000's of authentic internal postwar Lionel documents as well as the expert observations of two leading 
postwar historians, Joseph P. Algozzini and Emanuel F. Piazza, this volume provides the most complete and 
authoritative guide to Lionel's operating cars. It is the first volume to include both price and rarity for COMPLETE 
component boxed items, including: All known and authenticated operating car variations; All peripherals that came 
with the operating car; Original Boxes; Instruction Sheets; Insert liners; Packed Envelopes. It also includes: An 
introduction by Roger Carp covering the history of Lionel's operating cars; Rarity based on actual production numbers; 
Definitions of operating car suffixes; Comprehensive appendices on boxes, trucks and couplers and box car "Types". 
This is the first time this level of detail straight from postwar Lionel has been compiled. This refreshing and new 
research will increase any collector or operators expertise on this subject. The soft cover edition is perfect bound with 
an attractive and durable "glossy" cover. This volume was manufactured to provide a timeless reference.

"The most scholarly work I have ever read on the subject of postwar Lionel trains." --Joseph Lechner, Train Collector 
Association e-Train"I haven't read a book as interesting and as informative as this one since Ron Hollander's All 
Aboard!" --Bill Schmeelk, Lionel Collector Club of America The Lion Roars"Any Lionel operator and especially 
collectors will really enjoy the detail and information this book provides. " --Chris Matuszak, Lionel Operating Train 
Society Switcher -- s"It's a great book, and well worth the money. A must have for a collector's library." --David 
Doyle, Author Standard Catalog of Lionel Trains 1945 - 1969"I haven't read a book as interesting and as informative 
as this one since Ron Hollander's All Aboard..." --Bill Schmeelk, December 2005 issue of LCCA's The Lion 
RoarsAbout the AuthorJoseph P. Algozzini is one of the leading postwar Lionel historians in the country. He began 
collecting Lionel trains in late 1965 and has written extensively on them for Classic Toy Trains magazine and other 
journals. He is the author of Lionel's Postwar F3's, Lionel's Space and Military Trains and TCA's Postwar Lionel 
Reproduction Handbook Guide, and the co-author of Greenberg's Guide to Lionel Trains, 1945 - 1969 Volume IV: 
Uncataloged Sets. As a member of the TCA Standards committee, he has helped increase the level of awareness and 
importance of original postwar items. Emanuel F. Piazza has been a collector of Lionel trains since the late 1960s and 
is also a leading postwar historian. He is a contributor to Lionel s Postwar F3's and has written articles for Classic Toy 
Trains magazine. He is a past president of the Midwest Division of the Train Collectors Association. Roger Carp has 
been a member of the editorial staff of Classic Toy Trains magazine since 1988 and now holds the position of senior 
editor. He is the author of The World's Greatest Toy Train Maker: Insiders Remember Lionel (1988), Lionel Classic 
Display Layouts You Can Build (2000), The Art of Lionel (2003), and Great Toy Train Layouts. 


