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Courtney Davis : 101 Celtic Illuminated Letters  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised 101 Celtic Illuminated Letters: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Courtney Davis: the ultimate Celtic author artistBy Jane in 
MilwaukeeCourtney Davis lives in Ireland and really, really loves all that is Celtia. I have collected many of his books 
and, as a needleworker, of course I have several of the Dover Publications including:Celtic Design Coloring Book 
(Dover Design Coloring Books)Celtic Design Coloring Book (Dover Design Coloring Books)Celtic Art: The Methods 
of Construction (Dover Art Instruction)This set of 101 Celtic ______ is really interesting. I own this one plus101 
Celtic Beastsand I plan to get these as well:101 Celtic Knotwork Designs101 Celtic Crosses101 Celtic Spirals101 
Celtic BordersThis is because, after ingesting so much of the techniques and artistry, I want to design. Beyond his 
other books that painstakingly explain it, you can take these 101 books and design your own cross stitch, needlepoint, 
canvaswork or surface embroidery projects. The beauty is in the simplicity. The Introduction gives a brief and concise 
history of Celtic art and then the chapters are--it's so interesting--not based on what the image is but on where it came 
from. Literally:Designs in StoneDesigns in MetalworkDesigns in Illuminated ManuscriptsEvery single design is 
captioned for what the symbolism and the origin of this particular drawing. Then it's utterly wonderful that on the left 
hand side of each page, is the bw line drawing and then on the right hand side, it's filled in with rich colors. So many 
of the coloring books are hard to use because you can't visualize the color scheme...and if the images are in color, it's 
hard to picture tailoring it to suit your own taste.These books are very useful and of course just interesting to peruse.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Celtic Letters BookBy Wind StarGood reference book. Love that the 
book is in color. Had checked this out of the local library off and on for several years. Finally purchased for myself. If 
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you love all things Celtic, it is a great addition to have in a collection.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Illuminated lettersBy BertieThis is a fabulous little resource book by Courtney Davis with 101 celtic illuminated 
letters. They will be easy to use as is, or adjusting the sizes on the computer if necessary. Davis own letter colouring is 
quite inspiring. He does offer some history of Celtic illumination however, if I have one criticism it would be that he 
doesn't give you a product list or basic instructions on how to begin. I guess he figures you already know, or you are a 
more advanced learner than myself. Having said that I still managed to purchase some goache(?) paints, a brush and 
some black felt pens and came up with a reasonable product.Very pleased with my purchase, reasonably priced and 
delivered in good time.

A comprehensive design source book of all types of Celtic illuminated letters by leading exponent of Celtic art, 
Courtney Davis. The 101 illuminated letters reflect the history of Celtic design from the earliest examples to Courtney 
Davis's own celebrated modern interpretations. Many of the illuminated letters are from, or inspired by, the famous 
Celtic manuscripts such as the Lindisfarne Gospels and the Book of Kells. The 101 designs are all hand painted by 
Courtney Davis and printed in full colour. Each is accompanied by a black and white version of the same image on the 
adjacent page - perfect for scanning or photocopying for use on readers' personal art, design or craft project. The book 
contains two complete alphabets and the remaining letters are structured so that those most commonly used at the 
beginning of words are represented with many more examples than the least common letters. The introduction gives a 
brief history of the Celts and an explanation of the birth and development of their artistic style with particular relation 
to illuminated letter designs.

About the AuthorFor the past 25 years, Courtney Davis has been one of the leading experts in Celtic art, and he's been 
involved in the publication of over 35 books, including 101 Celtic Crosses, 101 Celtic Knotwork Designs, and more. 
He lives near Bridport, Dorset, in England. 


